
Hindi Sorting: unidrv.exe compared to Windows XP’s) sorting feature 
 
The Sorting Feature „unidrv.exe“ is a command line tool. I’m greatly obliged to Åke Persson 
from http://developer.mimer.com/ for providing it and permitting me to “send it to anyone 
else interested in sorting. It's meant to be a PR tool for the Mimer SQL database system”. 
 

 
 
Copy „unidrv.exe“  
and the Tailoring File 
„hindi.txt“ 
into one Folder, e.g. called „sort“ on your Desktop. 
 
Note this TXT file is saved as an ANSI Text File! 
 
The files to be sorted have to be saved as UTF-8 TXT files using a Hindi keyboard layout and 
a Devanagari font, e.g. “shiDeva” . These UTF-8 text files have to be copied into your 
„sort“ folder, too. 
 
To sort a file „words.txt“ proceed like this: 
Run the command line tool  
Type: cd desktop, hit RETURN 
Type: cd sort, hit RETURN 
Type: unidrv –ct hindi.txt words.txt Sortwords.txt, hit RETURN 
 

http://developer.mimer.com/


   
 
Then you will have got the file „Sortword.txt“ in your „sort“ folder. 
 
 
Rules for Sorting Hindi 
 

Anunasik ◌ ँ

Anuswar ◌ ं

Wisarga ◌ः 

precede 
  
any of the vowels अ आ इ ई उ ऊ ए ऐ ओ औ 
or vowel signs  ◌ा ि◌ ◌ी ◌ु ◌ ू ◌े ◌ै ◌ो ◌ौ 
 
Examples: अक ं > अँटना > अकड़ > ... > आँख > आई > आक़ा 
    Ǔनब ं > Ǔनःसरण > Ǔनआनʡप ू > ... > नȥंव > नȥकर  
 
As the table is showing the sorting utility implemented in Windows XP is not in accordance 
with these rules: 

        
Example to  
be sorted 

 Example correctly sorted 
using unidrv.exe 

 Example wrongly sorted  
using Windows XP’s sorting feature

     
Ǔनदां   जगत  जगत 

Ǔनंदासा  जगतȥ  जगतȥ 
Ǔनःशकं   जगत ्  जगत ्

Ǔनकट  जग×पǓत  जग×पǓत 
ददुं   ददुं   दःखु  

ददǓभु ुं   ददǓभु ुं   ददुं  

दबाुं   दबाुं   ददǓभु ुं  

दःखु   दःखु   दबाुं  

दःसहु   दःसहु   दःसहु  



दःःवभावु   दःःवभावु   दःःवभावु  

दअʴȥु   दअʴȥु   दअʴȥु  

दईु   दईु   दईु  

दकड़ाु   दकड़ाु   दकड़ाु  

Ǔनदकं   Ǔनदकं   Ǔनदकं  

Ǔनƭं   Ǔनदां   Ǔनदां  

Ǔनबं ू  Ǔनदासां   Ǔनदासां  

Ǔनःपǐरौम  Ǔनƭं   Ǔनƭं  

Ǔनःःवाथ[   Ǔनबं ू  Ǔनःपǐरौम 

Ǔनआनʡपू   Ǔनःपǐरौम  Ǔनबं ू 
जगत  Ǔनःशकं   Ǔनःशकं  

जगतȥ  Ǔनःःवाथ[   Ǔनःःवाथ[  
जगत ्  Ǔनआनʡपू   Ǔनआनʡपू  

जग×पǓत  Ǔनकट  Ǔनकट 
 


